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Note from the Editor(s) 
In this edition of The Colonial you will see a few changes from the organisation of 

previous editions. 

With Mike Norman’s departure from residence in Canberra and his resignation from 

the role of Editor, CACMC is still searching for what we hope will be a suitable and 

willing person to take on this important role for at least the medium term. 

The Colonial remains an important element in the life of CACMC.  It is our journal of 

record, creating a permanent archive of regular snapshots of club activities, 

personnel, and interests.  It serves as the main means of communication between 

the Club and its members, delivered regularly to their electronic inboxes or, in fewer 

cases, in printed form to their good old letterboxes. This is especially important for 

the many members who, for various reasons, seldom if ever attend our monthly 

evening meetings, weekend runs, or other weekday activities. 

The Colonial also is distributed to a large number of other clubs and institutions with 

shared interests, fostering a wider community of support for Australia’s motoring 

heritage. It is a key link between our membership and national heritage activity. 

While we continue our search for a long-term editor, production will be sustained, as 

best we can, by a small team of editors and contributors.  Building on the work of 

previous editors (particularly Helen Phillips and Mike Norman) we will be trying to 

broaden the pool of contributors and make the publication as reader-friendly as we 

can. 

We are also grappling with a migration to MS Word as our editing tool, away from 

Microsoft Publisher which Microsoft has decided to stop supporting. In the process 

we hope to make the contents easier to navigate. We are conscious that many of our 

members access their online resources (including The Colonial) only or mostly using 

small touchscreens such as smartphones. 

In this edition, we have moved the club contacts information to a Directory 

section at the back, rather than its previous position in the first few pages. The 

Table of Contents at the front will provide direct links to listed content 

throughout the edition. 

The main contributors to production of this edition have been Andrew McLintock, 

Gerry Walker, Dave Byers, Joe Micallef, Scott Molloy, Jim Orman and Richard 

Thwaites. 

If you would like to play a role in producing future editions, or have comments to 

make on contents or accessibility, please email editor@cacmc.org.au. 

From the President 
This month has been a busy one, with many Committee responsibilities reaching 

peak levels.  Several Committee members have been away travelling, and our 

landlords at the Canberra Bridge Club required us to reschedule our monthly 
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meeting.  We have also been working around the departure of our valued Editor, with 

that vital club role still somewhat in limbo. 

We are now entering the annual cycle of accountability reporting and membership 

renewal. Both these processes involve a lot of clerical management, as our 

membership figures now exceed 375 memberships. 

Vehicles Census 

All members have been contacted with a request to confirm or correct the 

information held by this club regarding their contact details and the vehicle 

identification and registration status of vehicles they have listed in our club register. 

At publication, less than half of our members have responded to this request.   

CACMC is required to give to the Council of ACT Motor Clubs, by the first week of 

June, an up-to-date listing of all vehicles that are on Concessional Registration 

sponsored by this club. The Council in turn is required to make a consolidated report 

to the ACT Government notifying the aggregated information on Concessional 

Registration from all ACT affiliated clubs. 

As the deadline gets closer, CACMC will continue to contact those members who 

have not yet responded.  We would appreciate responses as early as possible. 

Membership Renewals 

Separately from the vehicles census, CACMC annual memberships are approaching 

their expiry date of 30 June 2026. 

Members should be aware that Concessional Registration of a vehicle is only valid 

so long as the vehicle owner is a financial member of a club affiliated to the 

Council of ACT Motor Clubs. CACMC is such a club. 

If you allow your CACMC membership to become unfinancial at 30 June, any CRS 

registration sponsored through CACMC will become invalid, and the vehicle should 

not be taken on the road until financial membership is restored. 

CACMC will soon begin sending out individual reminders to all members to renew 

their membership. 

In offering concessional rates for the registration of qualified historic vehicles, 

governments expect those who benefit from the concession to be active, through 

their designated clubs and councils, in the fostering of motoring heritage interests. If 

members do not take any part in club life, but use membership only as a “flag of 

convenience” to obtain cheaper registration, governments may reconsider the public 

value of this scheme. 

For the legality of the CRS scheme, visit the website of the Council of ACT Motor 

Clubs – https://www.cactmc.org.au/cactmc_crs.html. 

 

Richard Thwaites 

President 
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About the club 

Club Meetings 

Meetings of the Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club are usually held on the 

second Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm— ACT Bridge Club (room to the right) 

Duff Place, Deakin.  

Next General Meeting:  Tuesday 12 May 2026   

Welcome to New Members 

The following new members have joined CACMC during April: 

Name Vehicle Member No: 

Trent Easton 1968 Ford Cortina Mk 11 1164 

Garry Jobson 1967 Humber Super Snipe 1165 

Simon Taylor 1990 Toyota Camry Wagon 1166 

Adam Broinowski 1965 Jaguar S-type saloon 1167 

Michael Akehurst 1973 Holden HQ 1168 

Gurvinder Sing Sandhu, 1942 Willys Jeep MB 1169 

Craig Rogerson 1970 Chrysler Valiant 1170 

Andrew Wadey  1972 Holden Premier 1171 

 

Club members are always interested to hear about you and your vehicle. Share your 

story with the rest of the Club through an item in The Colonial. Please contact the 

Editor for any advice or assistance. 

Club Magazine – The Colonial 

Deadline for Contributions - Next Edition: 

Please send any contributions by Wednesday 27 May 2026. to: 

editor@cacmc.org.au  

Contributions should be in email or MS Word file format.  Please avoid use of PDF 

files, as this complicates the editing process. 

Normally members receive their Colonial by email.  Printed and posted copies cost 

$20 extra per year, due to higher costs. To change your delivery arrangement email: 

editor@cacmc.org.au and cc membership@cacmc.org.au and your subscription will 

be adjusted. 
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CACMC Online 

Website 

Our website at https://www.cacmc.org.au provides access to information about out 

club to members and the public. It also hosts the club’s email services for official club 

accounts and mailing lists to keep members, and other regular contacts, informed on 

club business and events. 

Visit this page to access: 

• Information on current and past club events 

• CACMC Constitution and By-laws 

• A message box for member or public inquiries 

• Registration and Membership information, including a simple online 

membership application form 

• Illustrated reports on past club runs and events going back 20 years 

• Stories of members’ discovery, restoration and maintenance of their classic 

vehicles. 

• An online archive of The Colonial going back to 2010 (searchable) 

• A searchable catalogue of technical and historical motoring books in the club’s 

Library. 

Contact: webmaster@cacmc.org.au 

======================================================== 

Facebook Page 

The Club’s Facebook page provides a valuable channel of interactive communication 

for the Club, bringing events and post event photos etc to members.   A big thank 

you to all those that have uploaded content—keep it coming.  

If you’ve been to any events and have taken any pics or video, or you come across 

events etc that you think might interest Club members, please let us know.  

How do I join the Club’s page? 

If you are on Meta/Facebook and would like to join our Group page:  

• Simply type in “Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club” in the search 

section of Facebook and hit search. 

Then click on the CACMC private group as highlighted above. 

 

This will then take you to the group page where you will find, just underneath the 

photo, a blue “join” box. Click on this box and this will send a request to us to join the 

group. 

Once we have accepted your request you will then be able to access the page and 

will receive notices when we publish anything. 

https://www.cacmc.org.au/
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Please note: If you are using a Facebook page that isn’t in your membership name 

then you will need to let us know, otherwise we will not recognise you and therefore 

not approve you to join the group.  

Any questions?  

Contact Scott Molloy  0408 308 088. 

If you post on our Facebook page, don’t forget to cc editor@cacmc.org.au so your 

contribution can also be used in The Colonial 

======================================================= 

Club Trailer 

 

CACMC has a registered vehicle trailer available for members to use as needed. 

To maintain the trailer in good condition, members using it are required to make a 

contribution to upkeep.  

The contribution is $20 for each use plus $10 per 100 km or part thereof. Any 

damage incurred during use MUST be paid for by the member.  Please present proof 

of financial membership of this Club to the custodian when collecting the trailer.  

Members are responsible for compliance with all road regulations.    

Custodian: Bob Alexander rjacgs@hotmail.com 0417 880 064  

 

 

 

There are times you just need a trailer 

 
 

mailto:EDITOR@CACMC.ORG.AU
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Library Corner 

A special welcome to new members. We have an extensive collection of manuals 

and other books on cars, so many that we are downsizing. So now, at our monthly 

meetings we are conducting ballots for the books we are retiring from the Library, a 

few at a time.. 

Next meeting we will be balloting a number of publications. 

The star of the show will be this beautiful multipage 1964 Ford Falcon brochure 

We will also have these books for ballot: 

Motor’s 1944 Auto Repair Manual.  The Auto Repair Index 



 
 9 
 

The Colonial   May 2026 
 

Motor’s Truck Repair Manual 
The Truck Repair Index: 

 

These two books are 

designed as a course for 

budding mechanics. I am not 

sure of the age of these (they 

are old) but if you think about 

writing a modern version the 

subjects covered would be 

similar. 

  

  

 

If you would like to try for any of these books which will be displayed on the front 

table at the meeting. There will be a card in the front of each book….just add your 

name to be in the draw. 

As I always do, I will let you know I am still looking for pre 1987 Colonials. 

Jim Orman - Librarian 
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Events Reports 

Bob Garrett Funeral 

A large number of CACMC members 

attended the funeral of Bob Garrett on 

Thursday 9th April. Bob was a long-time 

member and supporter of the club. 

Bob was awarded Life Membership of the 

club only last December and is seen here 

receiving the honour at our January General 

Meeting. 

At the request of his family, club members brought 

some of their classic cars to form a cortege for the 

funeral service held at the Norwood Park Chapel. 

Bob was appreciated, and will be missed, as a 

friendly and helpful member, setting an example of 

the mutual support and companionship that is one 

of the principle aims of the Club. 

 

 

=========================================================== 

South Coast Tour – Club Rally to Gerringong 

The Rally was for four days, midweek to avoid the weekend busy periods. It was a 

hub rally operating out of Gerringong. 

5 cars assembled at Macca’s on day one, all the 

cars were modern given the fuel issues. Joe and 

Liz brought their BYD Shark, their friends, Greg 

and Rose, came in a Tesla; Wayne and Sandra; 

Ellen and Graham and Kay and I. 

We left towards our first stop, morning coffee at 

Trappers Bakery at Goulburn, then onto lunch at 

Sutton Forrest Inn where it didn’t take long for 

Joe to find a tractor in the garden or Kay her 

swing.  Next stop was Kiama. 

In Kiama we had a look at the Blow Hole (not very active) before moving on to our 

base in Gerringong, the Park Ridge Retreat and our first Happy hour. Dinner that 

night was at a local Thai restaurant, small but accommodating with good food though 

typically large meals. 



 
 11 
 

The Colonial   May 2026 
 

The following day we left to rendezvous at the Australian Motorlife Museum at 

Stream Hill. A plethora of cars and several volunteers were there to talk about the 

cars. My favourite was the Clyno, but the Riley was a close second. An impressive 

display/ 

                       

We have so many photos between us that it would warrant a presentation at a Club 

meeting. 

Whilst at the museum we were advised about a $10 lunch at a nearby hotel. The 

meals were rather large, but of good quality, which deterred two parties from going to 

the Bowling Club that night (it takes so much effort to lose weight). 

On the way back to base we had a look around Albion Park and went again to Kiama 

to look around their farmers market, others took different paths.  

The following day the Fleet Air Arm 

Museum at Nowra opened its doors 

especially for the group.  This Museum 

was another eye opener for some of us 

who had never been. There were so 

many planes to look at, however, if you 

do visit be sure to see the paintings in 

the art gallery upstairs.  

Our thanks to the staff for opening up the 

Museum for us. It was interesting to hear 

that one of the service members there 

had just bought an old Ford Falcon which 

runs on gas (one way to get over the petrol and diesel supply issues). 

From Nowra we went to Berry for lunch then had a look at 7 Mile Beach and the 

memorial to Charles Kingsford Smith’s flight from there to New Zealand on Jan 1933. 

We arrived back at base just in time to avoid a huge storm, the Happy Hour was thus 

held indoors. Thanks Liz and Joe for your hospitality.  Our final dinner was held at 

the Bowling Club, a good way to end what was a great time. 
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The following day we went our separate 

ways to travel home. Some of us went via 

Kiama to have a look at the Blow Hole. 

There was a strong easterly blowing so the 

water jets reached quite a height.  

On the way back the weather wasn’t 

conducive to visiting Illawarra Fly Treetop. 

Some of us did 

side track on the 

way to Robertson 

to look at the Carrington Falls which were spectacular.  

Robertson Pie Shop was our next stop to pick up a 

delicious large Cherry Pie. 

From there the weather started to deteriorate and it was 

heavy rain on the Hume Highway until we reached the 

Federal Highway when the weather improved and it was 

plain sailing home. 

Thanks to Joe and Liz for all their organisation, a great hub rally. 

Gerry & Kay 

================================================================ 

National Trust Gungahlin Homestead Display 

CACMC was invited by the 

National Trust Association 

to participate in their 

Heritage Festival Open 

Day Event at Gungahlin 

Homestead on Saturday, 

11th April. The theme this 

year, “Mid-Century Modern 

Design”, suited a varied display of cars owned by twelve members of our club, dating 

from 1940 to 1980. 

Visitors to the display were intrigued by a wide range 

of vehicles, from grand Bentleys to American muscle 

cars to family 

saloons to a quirky 

folding Propert 

caravan.  Big 

thanks to all the 

Club members who 

attended. 
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Although the breeze was a little chilly, there  was plenty of interest from the public 

who attended the event, and plenty of smiling faces – Scott Molloy 

================================================================= 

Cotter via Tidbinbilla Picnic Run 

Perfect weather greeted us for Cotter BBQ run on Sunday April 19th. Leaving from 

Kambah village rendezvous we headed down through Tuggeranong, then across the 

Murrumbidgee at Point 

Hut Crossing, before 

driving the picturesque 

Paddy’s River Road past 

Tidbinbilla to our BBQ 

location at the Cotter. 

 

We had 23 classics and a total of 47 people.  Once again, a 

great variety of cars on this run, from 1928 Austin 7 to late-

80s Mercedes. There’s only room here to show some of the 

cars that are new to the club or rarely seen. 

A huge thank you to John & Helen (BBQ legends), Brian, Neil 

and the entire events committee for arranging and setting up 

for the day. Delicious food! and everyone looked to be having 

a great time.  

 

John & Helen Furlan - 

monarchs of BBQ 

Harry Crawford's 1928 

Austin 7 Conquered all 

hills with ease 
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ATTENDANCE AT COTTER CAR RUN l9 APRIL 2026-04-26 

People: 47 Classic Vehicles:  26 

Harry Crawford 1928 Austin 7, John Jeffrey 1934 Chrysler CA, Graham Boyce & 

Dino Benedetti ,1948 Chevrolet Coupe , Richard & Dilber Thwaites 1953 Daimler 

Conquest, David McKay + 1 1954 Jaguar XKl20 , Wayne & Sandra Smith1954 

Austin Healey I00, Brian O'Donnell 1959 Ford Fairlane Skyliner, Neil Butriss 1963 

Humber Vogue Sports, Gerry & Kay Walker 1965 MGB GT, Matt Dowling  1966 

Ford Corsair, Garry Jobson +1  1967 Humber Super Snipe, John Liston 1968 

Hillman Hunter, Bill & Margaret Nibbs 1969 MGB GT, Phil & Fay Cancillier 1970 

Buick Le Sabre, Garry Leggett 1971 Ford Falcon, Robert & Emma Bowell 1972 

Falcon XA GT, Alan Bloomfield & Dianne Adams 1977 Ford Fairmont XC GXL, Scott 

Molloy 1979 Holden Sandman Ute, Joe & Liz Micallef 1980 Honda Prelude, 

Catherine Montalto & Craig Patrick  1983 Toyota Celica, Kumara & Arunika 

Mitiyamulle,  1984 Mercedes W123, Richard & Judy Taber + 1 1985 Mercedes 

380SL, John de la Torre 1986 Mercedes I90,  Khai Luu 1989 Toyota Celica, Mark 

Collins 1992 Suzuki Cappuccino, Boyd Jonas 1993 Holden Barina 

And in moderns: John & Helen Furlan (+ BBQ trailer), Brian & Margaret Ely, 

Graham & Ellen Waite, Graham Bigg (Rendezvous only). 

Thanks to Scott Molloy, Matthew Dowling and Joe Micallef for words and pictures – 

Ed. 

    

  

David McKay's 1954  

Jaguar XK120 
John Jeffery's  

1934 Chrysler CA 

Garry Jobson's 

1967 Humber Super Snipe 
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Club Sanctioned Events 

Logbook Conditions for Concessionally-registered vehicles 

You will notice some events are listed with “#” in the title.  This means they are a club 

sanctioned event that can be recorded in your Concessional Registration log book 

under “club runs”.  

A member should advise the club (best the Registrar or Secretary) if they wish to 

participate in an event that is organised by any other club, be it local or interstate. 

The CACMC official records that participation, and you may then record the 

participation in your log book as a club event, provided the route to/from distant 

events is mostly direct.  

 You may choose to use a combination of club and private use entitlements on an 

extended trip. An outline of this should be advised  to your club officials before 

departure. For an organised rally over long distances, club entitlement is normally 

appropriate.  

 If operators wish to combine an interstate club event with a period of private use, 

that is also permitted under the system principles. Integrity and common sense are 

required as any seeming abuse will impact the entire historic vehicle community.   

Members please note:  you must have a log book issued by Access Canberra and 

sponsored by your club, otherwise it is illegal to take your conditionally-registered 

vehicle on the road, and you will be uninsured.   

Coming CACMC events 

Our next Sunday run on 17th May will be the National Motoring Heritage Day run. 

This begins with an informal cavalcade on a route through the central public areas of 

Canberra (see map). The purpose is to draw attention to our heritage vehicles on 

this national day, celebrated in a similar way in many parts of Australia. 

We will ask people to gather at the Red Hill top carpark at 10.30am for an 11am 

Departure. 

The route terminates at the Yarralumla Nursery area in Weston Park, Yarralumla. 

Lunch will be at the Yarralumla Oaks Brasserie from 12pm. 

The event will also see the presentation of annual club trophies for various vehicle 

restoration categories. More information will be circulated closer to the time. 

The club has made a reservation for the covered area in the Oaks Brasserie. 

Anyone intending to come on the run must advise the Events committee on the 

event's email address events@cacmc.org.au at least 1 week prior to the event so we 

can reserve enough seats. 

Any enquiries – call 0420 762 453 

======================================================= 

mailto:events@cacmc.org.au
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Friday Social Lunches 

If you are retired or semi-retired, you may like to join other Club members for a lunch 

and a catch-up on the first Friday of every month at Canberra Southern Cross Club. 

The group usually spends about an hour or so over lunch talking mainly about cars 

and restorations taking place. It is a trove of knowledge that is passed to one 

another. 

So why not come along and join us— All welcome. 

Dates for 2026: 1 May,  5 June, 3 July, 7 August , 4 September, 2 October 

  6 November 4 December 

========================================================= 

Events Diary 

#  These are all “Club” events for CRS logbook purposes. 

 

 

As at May 2026 

WED 3 June Coffee & Cars 

Workshop day 

 

Joe Micallef’s garage  

SUN 14 June Run via Bungendore to 

Tarrago 

 

Lunch at Loaded Dog Hotel, 

Tarrago. Details TBA 

SUN 19 July Cooma and Cooma Car 

Club Museum 

 

Details TBA 

SUN 16th August  Run to Bungendore 

Royal Hotel 

 

Details TBA  

WED 2 September Coffee & Cars 

Workshop day 

 

TBA 

SUN 13th September  Yass and Bowning. 

 

via Uriarra and Mountain Creek 

Roads. Details TBA 

SUN 18th October 

  

President’s Run 

 

TBA:  

SUN 15 November  Cotter Reserve.  

 

Club barbecue lunch  

SUN 6 December Terribly British Day 

 

Queanbeyan Park 
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Car Stories 

The Story of my 1929 Hudson Super Six. 

By Bob Garrett (Edited from June 2018 Colonial) 

I purchased the sad remains of this once beautiful car in 1997 from a scrap-metal 

dealer in Canberra. He had purchased it at auction in1996, with a view to restoring it 

(I hope so anyway!), but seeing the magnitude of the task, decided against it. I had 

always been interested in the big 

American vintage cars, so here was 

my chance… Ha! Ha! 

The Hudson arrived in May 1998 

looking pretty forlorn on its trailer. I 

am grateful to Mike Catanzariti, 

Jack Houston and Gerry Hampson 

for helping me get it home. 

Soon afterwards the fun started. 

Everything was dismantled. I tried 

to be methodical, making notes, 

photographing and sketching, labelling and packaging up smaller items, etc. This 

process took place as rusty bits were removed or “jewels’ discovered. Most nuts had 

to be cut off, and my molasses tank was used to de-rust any salvageable bits that 

would fit in. Overall, the car was about 85% complete, which was a bonus. 

Apart from the rust, almost all of the 

wood was rotten or missing. Wood was 

an important feature, as the body of this 

model (Landau Sedan) was a coach-

built job, by Biddle and Smart, USA. 

Everything was filthy, the motor was 

thickly encrusted, the roof was open to 

the elements, and the upholstery was a 

big pile of rat’s nests. Sound familiar? 

As work progressed, I could see this 

becoming an epic, so I coined the term 

“The Hudson Project” to describe the overall effort. This project took about 14 years, 

whilst I have heard that the Empire State Building took only 13 months to build and fit 

out! 

Not necessarily in order, here are some of the things that were done: 

• Straightening out the chassis, sandblasting and painting it, 

• Removing panel rust, and mending big holes particularly around the tub, 

panel beating, sandblasting, and painting panels, 

• Manufacturing new wooden body, door frames and floor. (I bought a band saw 

for this), 
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• Replacing all window glass, 

• Refurbishing engine, gearbox and water pump,  

• Replacing clutch material and front brake linings, 

• Fabricating fuel tank and installing new sender, gauge and fuel pump,  

• Fabricating tail shaft (courtesy of Land cruiser, with modification),  

• Building wooden-framed seat bases to replace the rusted-away steel ones, 

• Replacing kingpins, tie rod (Toyota again), steering ball, chassis and spring 

eye bushes, 

• Fabricating running boards and tool trays, straightening bumper bars and 

luggage rack, 

• Obtaining a better radiator and surround (luckily with black triangle emblem), 

• Obtaining and repairing head light buckets, reflectors and glass,  

• Finding sidelights (at Goulburn Swap), 

• Improving the non-original carby arrangement and making a new inlet and 

controls, 

• Obtaining door handles and window winders (cast and plated in NZ),  

• Getting a lot of chrome and nickel plating done locally, 

• Rewiring to 12 volts and fitting alternator.  

• I wired it up to incorporate turn indicators, 

• Fitting vinyl hood, head lining, fabric upholstery and carpet,  

• Mounting gas shockers at the front, 

• Painting with acrylic lacquer…… 

The body work was a challenge. I used rotten bits of timber as templates, and with a 

lot of guesswork, gradually erected the structure. In the case of the main bearers, I 

had only a short fragment from which to guess eventual size and shape. Getting the 

doors and centre pillar lined up with the tub and cowl was a major test. The massive 

steel B pillar hangs both doors (suicide front door), so juggling the gaps and levels at 

one end affected those at the other. 

I used reclaimed Mountain Ash for the frame, which involved cutting plenty of curves. 

I bought some large planks for the main bearers from a demolition firm, and was told 

that they had come from roof repair work on Old Parliament House. So, in addition to 

incorporating timber reclaimed from house door and window frames, the Hudson 

contains an even more famous Canberra heritage. Perhaps it will be purchased by 

the National Museum one day and become a national treasure! 

The original method of building the body was interesting. The metal panels were 

nailed to the frame with one inch nails. There were a lot of panels in various sizes, 

some with intricate shapes, like rear door arches. These panels were usually 

separated from the wood beneath with strips of canvas, I suppose to minimize 

squeaks and rattles. I tried to replicate this whenever metal came into contact with 

wood. As per original, the body incorporates large angle brackets and numerous 

bolts and screws to fasten joints. The only time I used glue was to laminate some 

beams to build up their thickness. I had to use the chassis as the jig to set things up 

and then to erect the frame, but I suppose that’s par for the course. 
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Now to name some of the participants, who I thank wholeheartedly: 

Dick Rowe and Gerry Hampson came on board at an early stage, and we had 

working bees, usually on a Wednesday. Great progress was made between cups of 

tea and bikkies on jobs such as painting the chassis, running wires and pipes, 

drilling, preparing panels, making bushes, nailing etc. Dick did a magnificent job on 

the final spray painting. He always admonished me to use Prepsol liberally before 

priming and final coating. 

Mike Catanzariti worked his magic on repairing numerous panels, and welding. Mike, 

I quickly appreciated why you are titled the “Michelangelo of Metal”! 

Ken Herne did wonderful things to the engine and gearbox and set up the alternator. 

New piston rings, several valves and two new pushrod guides were fitted, and 

adjustments made to a main bearing. The gear box was a write-off, but luckily a 

spare box was available for Ken to attack. Engine installation took place in August 

2002. 

Billy De Graaf cleverly repaired or made a number of items, including a fuel tank.  

Greg Spackman did final preparation work 

on the mudguards and a dented headlight. 

Joe Micallef made impossible-to-obtain 

replacement parts in his amazing Aladdin’s 

Cave. 

Alec McKernan designed and fitted struts 

for the front gas shockers. 

To complete the project, John Senior did a great job on the hood, headlining, seats, 

door trim and carpets. 

Other people gave advice or assisted as the project progressed. I value all your 

contributions. 

Last but not least, thank you Dana for being so patient during this lengthy process. 

Do you reckon it was worth it? Of course it was! ………..Eh? 

Once the car was registered, some running repairs and adjustments continued. 

Things like fiddling with carby jets and venturi sizes, and trying to adjust the 

pernickety momentum retarding apparatus. On the road it has heavy steering, but 

doesn’t wander, and the suspension is surprisingly firm. First gear lets you know it’s 

there. The car tootles along and pulls in top gear quite well, as would be expected. I 

haven’t taken it past 60 mph, and don’t think I should because at that pace the fuel 

gauge needle unwinds rapidly. 

Some technical (and in some instances, archaic - but effective) features of the car 

are: 

• Six cylinder 288 cubic inch (4 ¾ litres) F Head (overhead inlet, side exhaust) 

engine, 
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• Compression ratio 5.0 to 1, developing 92 BHP @ 3200 RPM, Single clutch 

plate running in oil, 

• Splash lubricated bottom end, oil pumping at 3-4 PSI, 

• Inlet rockers individually lubricated by drip feed from external oil reservoirs, 

• Mechanical brakes (bless them), with 14inch drums. 

I enquired about the car’s background before the restoration gathered pace. 

Barbara, widow of former Club member, Bill Amies, who owned a collection of 

vehicles and parts which were auctioned with the Hudson, recalled that this vehicle 

was salvaged at Frogmore, NSW, by Bill, and Henri Le Grande, probably in the late 

1960’s. It seems that it belonged to a local identity and had languished for a long 

time at the back of the garage due to non-payment for something or other. She 

thought Bill paid $5 for it. 

Obtaining the headlights was a story in itself. Some years ago at a Retreads Group 

lunch a fellow Retread asked me “Are you interested in a pair of 1929 Hudson 

headlights”? I replied “Is the Pope a Catholic?” Well, I purchased them, noting an 

affixed auction tag. They must have been off my car, but sold as a separate lot! 

Anyway, I got them one way or another. I also heard that Michael Toole had attended 

the same auction and wanted the Hudson for Anne and nearly obtained it, but 

something stayed his hand. It was meant to be mine, Michael! 

Believe it or not this was my first major restoration apart from resurrecting derelict 

stationary engines. Maybe the description of the types of activities and experiences 

will resonate with some other intrepid restorers. And isn’t it great that we have good 

friends in the Club to help us get these rusty relics back on the road. 
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Smith’s Car Clock Repair 

I originally wrote this article a number of years ago, but it never made its way to a 

published edition. Since the repair, I can report the clock is still working and I’ve repaired 

a few more since. It turns out that in addition to the contacts I mention, balances wheels 

and the associated springs are also problematic. The kits are also still available. As for 

the radio, that is also now repaired. Getting that working made the clock feel like a walk 

in the park and is a story for another day. 

I like things to work as they should, or to put it another way, 

it really bothers me when things don’t work as they should. 

This is not ideally compatible with an interest in old cars. 

There are things that I have learnt to live with, such as the 

leaking rear main seal on my Holden. I’ll get to it one day 

but it’s not a simple fix, not for me anyway. I have an old 

English car, and it has a Smith’s clock, which tells the exact 

time twice a day. A non-functional Smith’s clock is 

apparently not all that unusual, but it really bothered me. If 

there is a clock, then it needs to work. I also noticed that at 

some point the black bezel of the clock had been repainted, the black had a little too 

much gloss compared to the other gauges. It looked like it had been done with a brush, 

and some paint had found its way onto the Perspex cover as well. Something needed to 

be done. 

Some initial research indicated that the likely cause was probably the contacts inside the 

clock. I wanted to keep everything as original as possible, but also to have a working 

clock. I found a repair kit in the UK that looked like the ideal solution (Clocks4Classics). 

It essentially replaces the mechanical contact mechanism with modern electronics but 

retains the remainder of the clock mechanism. The clock can be converted back to 

original at a later point and most importantly it still ticks.  

I ordered a kit, and it didn’t take too long to arrive from the 

other side of the world. The instructions that come with the 

kit are very good and easy to follow.  Removing the gauge 

cluster from the car was straightforward, as was removing 

the clock itself. I noticed a repair sticker on the clock (and 

also the speedo) from 1969, about a month before I was 

born. I was not the first owner who was bothered by a 

broken clock. These little things are reminders of the life the 

car has had and the people that have owned her before me.  

Once the clock was on the bench I slowly and very carefully 

started to pull it apart as per the instructions. I did have trouble removing the backing 

plate which apparently can be a problem. In the end I ordered a quality set of watch 

makers screwdrivers. This was probably overkill but a good excuse to buy more tools. 

They solved the problem immediately and didn’t damage any of the small screw heads.  

Once everything was apart, I gave the mechanism a good but gentle clean, I did notice a 

very small speck of what looked like pink plastic on the cotton bud. I didn’t think too 

much of it at the time, thinking it was some dried sealer or compound from when the 

clock was made or repaired. I installed the new kit and got to the point of testing the 
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mechanism before final assembly. Everything had gone to plan, and I was feeling 

pretty good about things. I should have known better (I’ve been around old cars long 

enough), I was about to learn more about Smiths car clocks than originally intended.  

I connected power and the balance wheel is 

supposed to oscillate. The balance wheel is a 

small round disk on a spindle, a small electric 

pulse makes it start to turn, a spring returns it, 

and the cycle continues. It essentially drives the 

clock and makes the ticking sound. Well, it didn’t 

turn did it. Now what? 

The instructions do come with troubleshooting 

advice and following those the issue appeared to 

be with the balance wheel. Even a small amount of resistance will stop it from 

moving. Mine had a very small amount of up and downplay but also left to right play. 

Not much but it didn’t seem right, but what did I know? More reading reviled that the 

balance wheel sits in small jewel bearings, normally pink coloured. Then I 

remembered the small speck of pink I had found. I didn’t know for sure, but I 

suspected that one of the jewel bearings had broken down and that was causing the 

issue.  There shouldn’t be any lateral movement, I had some. The only way to be 

sure was to replace it, how hard can it be to find a small bearing for a 60-year-old 

clock. Not impossible, but a challenge. In the end I found a replacement assembly 

which included the bearing.  Did it work? Fortunately, yes it did!  

With the balance wheel moving everything else just worked and went back together. 

The only other minor issue I had was with four small 

plastic isolators where the clock assembly crews to the 

outer body. Two of them just crumbled due to age. I could 

have used some sealer or plastic washers but that felt a 

bit shonky. I made up some new ones out of plastic rod, 

yes it was overkill and not needed but looked close to 

original. I also removed the old paint from the bezel and 

re-sprayed it with a black which was a close match to the 

other gauges. The bezel was originally chrome with paint 

so I’m not sure if the clock was original to the car and it 

has a small about of damage to it. The final result for the 

bezel was acceptable but not perfect, but I didn’t want to over restore it either. 

Overall, I think the result was a good one and the clock keeps good time. I can 

appreciate that some people might not agree with modern changes to an old clock 

but overall, the changes are very minor and reversible. Unless you pulled the clock 

apart, you’d never know.  

I can certainly recommend the repair kit, and most clocks won’t have the additional 

issues mine did. You really don’t need any special tools, and you get the added 

satisfaction of doing it yourself. Now I have a working clock, onto the next 

challenge…. The radio!  

Andrew McLintock 
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For Sale and Services 

Recommendations from Club members 

1. If Club members are looking to get seatbelts restored for their vehicles, 

then here’s a recommendation from one of examiners— 

• Early Seatbelt Restoration—Contact Denis on 0407 225 559  

Mick Gifford has used this service and speaks highly of them: 

 

2. An online supplier and manufacturer of windscreen seals, door belts, door 

seal, boot seals, bailey channels and lockstrips. 

• Rubber Seals Australia - www.rubbersealsaustralia.com— Ph: 08 8326 7066 

Email: rubberseals@yahoo.com.au 

David Fox has used this company and recommends them highly: 

3. Automotive pain jobs 

• “That Guy” Coats & Refinishes 

4/9 Lithgow Street Fyshwick    Call: Jamies on 0415 747 542  

Email: jamiet@paint.gmail.com 

  Recommendation from Wendy Burton 

 

 

For Sale 

1928 De Soto Coupe project 

1928 De Soto. Model with dickie seat. Has been stored under cover for some years. 

Needs complete restoration. 

Am advised many parts are with the car. Selling as part of a deceased estate and on 

behalf of the widow of a deceased French Car Club member. Will accept best offer. 

Contact Barry McAdie. Email: bardot@iinet.net.au or mobile 0415907614 " 

  

mailto:jamiet@paint.gmail.com
mailto:bardot@iinet.net.au
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Caravan project. 

 

Club member Norm Brennan has a project caravan that he’s looking to move on.  

The caravan would need some work to get it roadworthy again. 

So, if you are interested in a vintage van project – give Norm a call and have a chat. 

He can be contacted on 0432 993 366. 
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TADACT has a lot of stock of restored equipment – especially Mobility Scooters. If 

you know anyone who may be interested suggest they contact Graham on 0412 627 

437 
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Club Merchandise 
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Reference 

General Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of all General Meetings of CACMC will be available to all members 

attending the following General Meeting. A member may also request a copy of the 

minutes of any General Meeting by writing to the Club Secretary at 

secretary@cacmc.org.au. 

A brief summary of each meeting’s proceedings will be presented to the following 

meeting with opportunity for questions and discussion on request. 

mailto:secretary@cacmc.org.au
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Disclaimer 

 Opinions expressed in this Journal are not necessarily those of the Club 

or the Committee. Information supplied to the Editor for inclusion is 

published in good faith, therefore responsibility for its accuracy cannot be 

accepted. Materials are invited for inclusion in the Journal and should be 

forwarded to the Editor bearing the name and address of the writer. 

Materials submitted may be edited to improve clarity or for space 

purposes.  Owners of items listed for sale are responsible for compliance 

with the laws of the ACT. CACMC accepts no liability for their condition or 

content. 

Copyright 

Copyright for material published in this Journal is vested in the Canberra 

Antique and Classic Motor Club. Material may be reproduced in similar 

Journals in whole or in part, with attribution to “The Colonial”. 
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