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PRESENTATION NIGHT 2013    - a few more pictures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as winning Restoration of the Year Post 1945, Albert also won 

People’s Choice at Wheels.  Here with his friend Pauline and presenter Jan 

Wyatt . 

Thanks to Roger Amos for his work in presenting pictures of the winning 

vehicles as well as other things of interest from the preceding year.   
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EDITOR’S PAGE 
 
Thank you to those who provided items for this month’s Colonial.   
Coming up:   “20 greatest car movies and their stars”, Hand Signals, 
History of the Car Radio, Bullnose Morris story from John Tilbrook who 
is returning to Canberra,  Fixing cassette decks, Macedon Ranges  
Grand Tour by Barry Millar.  My apologies to those whose story I have 
not published yet.      
 
I just need members’ “My Car” stories  and photos for the front cover 
please. 
 
Week Day Social Lunches 
Friday  1 November  12 noon and every first Friday:  Sandwich 
lunch at the Southern Cross Club,  Woden.    
                
Friday 15 November — fire up your old jalopies and head for 
Point Hut Crossing picnic park at noon.  BYO drinks and eats and enjoy 
the shade and lawns.   Enquiries to Alec McKernan on 6286 1046.   All 
CACMC members welcome.   
  
Get Well 
Advise the Secretary if you know of anyone who could use a cheer-up 
card, especially if they are in hospital.   Also let us know about any or 
special anniversaries or the death of a member . 
 
Editor 
I’m happy to continue in this position with help from Michael and Bob 
when I am away.   BUT SOMEONE NEEDS TO PUT THEIR HAND UP FOR 
SECRETARY.  Talk to me or Gerry Walker or Graham Waite about what 
is involved. 
 
Name Badges 
I listed on page 33 last month the name badges not collected.  Some 
are for people who have recently submitted an application but others 
have been around a while.  Come up to the front table and make 
yourself known.   Apologies to those who asked last month—I left the 
name badges behind as I went to the meeting in someone else’s car.   
Promise to take them this month. 
 
Centenary of Canberra Rally presentation 
I’m limited as to how much I can fit in the Colonial so come along to 
the November meeting and see much more of what went on this 
weekend. 
 
See you Tuesday.     Cheers  …  Helen  
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CANBERRA ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC MOTOR CLUB 
GENERAL MEETING  8 OCTOBER 2013 
DRAFT MINUTES 
 
Attendance 
Members:   44 
Visitors:       1 
Apologies:    6 
 

Welcome  -  President David Wyatt welcomed members and visitors to the 
October meeting. 
 

Vice President – Graham Waite 
Introduced club member Roger Amos who gave a presentation on a visit to 
Audi Motor museum in Germany. 
 

Confirmation of Minutes 
The Minutes of the September 2013 meeting were confirmed without 
amendment.   Moved Mark Butterfield   Seconded Alan Martin  Carried. 
 
Correspondence – Helen Phillips 
13 magazines from other clubs  
Shannons Auction News  
Northern Highlands travel brochure  
Dirty Dicks Theatre Restaurant flyer  
3 membership renewals  
Receipt from TADACT  
Registration certificate for car trailer  
German Show’n’Shine Newcastle  
Copy of letter by Brian McKay re traffic infringement     
Mustang Owners Club All American Day, Castle Hill      
Reminder re renewal of insurance TCIS Ins Brokers        
Account from DUO Services for Colonial printing 
Moved Helen Phillips  Seconded Alec McKernan   Carried. 
 
Presidents Report – David Wyatt 
Need an Editor for The Colonial. 
Welcomed  new members to the club. 
Barry and Rosemarie Millar 
Darren and Helen Clarke 
Michael and Michaela Westermann 
 

Vice-President – Graham Waite 
Next month’s guest speaker is club member Graham Gittins who is 
going to give an overview of the National Trust Centenary of Canberra 
Rally. 
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December – No guest speaker as the meeting will be held at the lake. 
 
Badge draw: #6 Graham Waite 
Last Run #22 Chris Berry 
 
Treasurer Report – Joe Micallef, Acting. 
Current bank balance $13065:25 
Moved Joe Micallef  Seconded Roger Amos  Carried. 
 
Editor – Helen Phillips  
The Colonial did not make the post this month – copies on the table, rest 
will be posted on Wednesday 9 October 2013. 
 
Events Director- Jan Wyatt 
Saturday 12 October Manuka Festival. Cars in place in Franklin Street by 
9.00am  
The Canberra Pie cart will be in attendance and hope to have it parked 
outside the café formerly owned by Wilkie the original owner of the 
vehicle. 
 
Sunday 13 October 2013 National Museum of Australia 9.30am brunch 
and then travel to Binalong for motor museum open day BYO picnic lunch. 
 
Sunday November 10 
Marques in the Park- John Knight Park Belconnen.  
Cars in place 9.30am BBQ trailer will be in attendance. 
  
Tuesday December 10 6.00pm  
BBQ by the lake food provided by the club 
 
Saturday 2 November Yass Classic 
  
Sunday 3 November Canberra Swap Meet 
 
October 26 Cars required for Uniting Church Melba fete.  
 
Raffle #71 Yellow – Brian McKay. 
 
Supper Coordinator -Clive Glover 
Have a few dates to be filled.  
 
Registrar Bob Alexander 
In the absence of Bob Alexander, Alec McKernan provided the report  
Twelve cars inspected for the month, and 100 cars inspected by Alec for 
the year.  
Librarian Joe Micallef 
All is well. 
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Membership Secretary Joe Vavra 
No Report. 
 
Shop Manager –Norm Brennan  
Usual items for sale.  
 
Information Officer- Mark Butterfield 
All good. 
  
Council Delegate – Roger Amos 
Report on Council Meeting 19 September 2013 
Retiring President, Sue Walker, made the point very clearly that “Tack-on 
Tours” with the Centenary Rally are not to happen. Police and Traffic 
arrangements are for participants only and there is no room for extras. 
   
The AGM was held. 
It started with a change to the Council Constitution. Section 3.3.8 was 
changed from, “Committee Members can only hold one position” to 
“Committee Members are not eligible to hold more than two positions”. 
President and Treasurer gave their annual reports. 
Alec McKernan chaired the elections. 
President Mark Saunders 
Vice-President Roger Amos 
Secretary Paul Bourke 
Treasurer Graham Bigg 
Registrar Dave Rogers 
Events Roger Amos 
Committee Members: Dave Burnett 
 Sue Walker 
 Graeme Rossiter 
Public Relations Nick Arnott 
 
The AGM was followed by a General Meeting. 

SPIN – 30 selected cars will go on show at SPIN. $900 of prizes to be 
awarded. 
Nominations with photos to Bruce Perry. bruceperry@grapevine.com.au 
Caravans from Thursday at Grevillea Park. 
 

Council has met with ACT Government – some issues were resolved and 
we are still trying to have SIVS made available alongside CRS. 
Some clubs had not renewed their affiliation with Council. Members of 
non-affiliated Clubs will no longer be able to register CRS Vehicles. 
Chris Wain from The National Trust addressed the meeting. No Tack-on 
Tours.  When asked how many cars he said 350 with about 10% growth 
each month. 
 

Publishing Committee: Dave Byers 
Dave is on holidays.  No report 
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General Business 
 
Roger Amos    -  Post Vintage Capital Tour (PVCT) is progressing Entry 
forms available from Roger. 
Fifty-five clubs in New South Wales have been advised of the event. 
Alan Martin advised that Charlie Adams will have two entries.  
 
Alan Martin  -  Recommended the use of Seal Up for fixing gasket, 
cooling and other leaks cost $13.  
 
John Senior  -  Visited Grafton Car Club. The club has grown from 50 
members five years ago to 150 this year. The Treasurer of the club for 
22 years retired this year.  
John replaced a missing Fairlane rear mud flap at a wrecking yard on an 
island in the middle of the Clarence River. 
There was also an international airport on the island which serviced 
flying boats  
 

Phil Smith  -  Asked if anyone was attending the Cooma Motorfest. 
  

Graham Bigg  -  Thanked Harry Crawford for producing a DVD of the pie 
cart for use in the vehicle’s audio- visual system.   Harry had brought 
some spares of DVD for members. 
 

Helen Phillips  -  Members’ Name badges will be available at November 
meeting or at National Museum on Sunday. 
 
Phil Donoghoe  -  Will have five fire appliances at the Manuka Festival.  
Phil also suggested that at least another one person should nominate to 
help the Publishing Committee for when others are absent.  
 
Michael Gifford  -  Suggested any members intending to travel to the 
Binalong Motor museum open day assemble at the Hall lay-by by 
9.15am.  
 

Brian McKay  -  Had received an infringement notice for illegal parking 
of his Model A Ford in Sydney. Matter sorted out eventually. Not 
impressed with the rather rude letter he received. 
 

Meeting closed 9.05pm 
 

Graham Gittins 
Minute secretary 
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HAPPY 175TH BIRTHDAY QUEANBEYAN 
 
When you are 175 years old, you are allowed to let your hair down, and 
that is exactly what the city of Queanbeyan did in September when the 
whole town celebrated the gazettal of the village of Queanbeyan in the 
New South Wales  Monaro district. 
 
Using the Molonglo River as its back drop the river frontage took on the 
air of a giant fairground with multicultural food stalls, dancing groups 
performing on stage, book signings and displays by the Royal Australian 
Navy.  
 
Prior to the family fun day on the river bank the main street of the city 
was closed to allow a street parade of a bullock team, Scottish Highland 
band, Navy band and members of the HMAS Harman and Russell Hill to 
march, followed by a diverse range of vehicles from local and interstate 
vehicle clubs. 
 
The Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club mustered six vehicles for 
the event including: Peter and Anne Toet, Graham Bigg, Albert Neuss, 
Brian McKay, Jan and David Wyatt, Roger Amos and Graham Gittins.   
 
Nicole Overall author and Trudy Taylor photographer signed dozens of 
their book Queanbeyan City of Champions, with people queuing for 
quite some time to purchase and have the book signed as a memento of 
the anniversary.  
 
Food for all tastes was also available from Macedonian kebabs, Thai, 
CWA scones and service club sausage sizzles.   Alcohol was banned 
from the area.  
 
The only spoiler of the day was the strong wind which came up in the 
afternoon.   But otherwise it was great day to celebrate an important 
175 birthday.  
Happy birthday Queanbeyan. 

Thanks 
Graham 
Gittins 
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A century of motoring and the century of city 
celebrated 
 
To celebrate the centenary of Canberra, the National Trust organised a 
centenary vehicle rally from Jervis Bay, Canberra’s ‘port’, on the South 
Coast of New South Wales, to Canberra.  
 
The distance of the rally was 320 kilometres from the coast to the 
capital, with stops being made at three towns and villages along the 
way. 
 
A token nine vehicles were flagged - off by ACT Legislative Assembly 
Government member, Mick Gentleman MLA, at 7.30ish on Saturday 19 
October. This was followed by a ceremonial flagging off at HMAS 
Albatross by the Naval Fleet Air Arm Commander, Gordon Andrews, 
where a further 100 vehicles joined the rally.  
 
The entrants followed the old postman’s road up the escarpment and 
over Mount Sassafras to Tarago where the local community prepared 
breakfast for the entrants. From Tarago it was quite an easy run to 
Bungendore village for the lunch break and a chance to rest, and refuel 
the vehicles before the final run into Canberra. 
 
Oldest vehicle to complete the run was a 1912 Overland owned by Nick 
and Carole Nowak of Canberra, a 2013 electric vehicle also completed 
the run. These two vehicles represented a century of motoring in 
Australia.  
 
Forty-seven vehicles made the trip from South Australia, a distance of 
1160 kilometres accompanied by a Royal Automobile Association (RAA) 
patrol. The drive was not incident free, the patrolman, Chris Bennett, 
reported that 30 of the 47 vehicles had some sort of problem on the 
way to join the rally.  
 
He said he was very impressed with the generosity of one Canberra 
motorist, Clive Castles, who provided a new generator to a lady owner 
of a 1950s Austin A 30 panel van.  
 
All States and Territories, except Tasmania and Northern Territory, were 
represented on the rally.  
 
Sunday morning saw the 270 rally entrants assemble, supplemented by 
day entrants, making a total of 470 vehicles, at Exhibition Park in 
Canberra (EPIC) to be flagged away by ACT Government, Chief Minister, 
Katie Gallagher, on their cavalcade along Northbourne Ave,  
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under police escort, to the lawns of Old Parliament House for a static 
display and family fun day with bands, dancing performances and a 
Concours d Elegance. 
 
Winners of the Concours were Ken Stewart-Robertson of Western 
Australia with his 1935 MG, Tony Nasser from Cooma with his 1958 
BMW Issetta, and Geoff Webber from Queensland with his 1974 Citroen 
DS 23.  
 
Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club played an important part in 
the rally first by providing vehicles as a back drop to two rally launches 
and vehicles for the 30 second television commercial.  
 
The club also provided three of its experienced vehicle judges – Alec 
McKernan, Bob Alexander and Dean Benedetti. 
 
Ken Walker made one of his Austin 7s available for display at the 
Canberra Visitors Centre. Vin Liston, Wayne Smith and Peter Toet 
attended the Railway Historical Society premises for a photo shoot with 
steam locomotive 1210, for the rally badge and Graham Bigg with his 
Mustang attended the US Embassy for a photo shoot with the former 
Ambassador.  
 
Dave Rogers was on the Rally organising committee in the early stages 
and was largely responsible for organising the route from Jervis Bay 
back to Canberra.  
 
G2 
 
Thanks to Ken Walker for lending his Austin 7 Pramhood vehicle to the 
National Trust  Centenary of Canberra display at the Canberra and 
Region Visitors centre on Northbourne Avenue. 
  
The car was placed in 
the visitors centre week 
prior to Rally . To get 
the vehicle inside the 
bu i ld ing  inv o l v ed 
removing an electric 
automatic door. Vin 
Liston provided the 
brass stands and rope 
to protect the vehicle 
while it was displayed.  
 
G2 
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CENTENARY OF CANBERRA RALLY 2013 

 
Charlie Adam’s Studebaker, Vin Liston’s Holden (partly obscured), Peter 
Toet’s motor bike and Wayne Smith’s Salmson with steam engine 1210.  
The photo shoot was for the rally badge.  Unfortunately 1210 blew a boiler 
and did not feature in the rally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dean Benedetti being flagged away at Jervis Bay at start of the rally. 
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An NRMA 
Patrolman called 
on to fix a fuel 
problem in this 
1927 Oakland. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ACT Chief 
Minister Katy 
Gallagher flagging 
away Ken and 
Jeanette Walker in 
their Austin A40 
Sports from EPIC 
to join the 
cavalcade cruise 
down 
Northbourne 
Avenue to Old 
Parliament House. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Creative Director of 
the Centenary of 
Canberra 
celebrations, Robyn 
Archer in Alec 
McKernan’s Lagonda. 
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Mick O’Donnell 
was asked to 
park his 1945 
Ford Jeep and 
trailer with the 
concourse cars. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Dean Benedetti, 
Alec McKernan and 
Bob Alexander were 
asked to be judges 
of the Concours 
cars. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
I didn't get to the 
vintage caravan 
display so hope 
someone will send 
me some pictures.    
This brought back 
memories. 
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Albert Neuss and 

Pauline with the 

1942 Chrysler 

Windsor which 

had a part in 

Canberra’s 

history. 

 

Our Queensland 

member Eddie 

Abrahams had  

accommodation 

along with him. 

 

 

 

A century of 

motoring 

represented by 

the Model T Ford 

and the Electric 

car. 
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MOG Rivers Run 
 

For the past three years the Morris Owners Group have held a run 
across the three rivers  –Paddys, Cotter and Murrumbidgee. 
 
This year the run departed from Bunning’s Tuggeranong and headed 
to Namadgi National Park Visitors Centre for morning tea under the 
trees and in the company of a hungry  magpie.  
 
From there, the convoy of eight vehicles travelled to the Cotter Reserve 
for a picnic lunch,  the two Bull Nose Morrises, Morris Major, 1934 
Morris Minor,  Morris Marina,  MGB,  MGC, Austin Healey and an Austin 
1300 GT attracting the attention of the other picnic groups, including 
a couple visiting from South Africa.  
 
Also enjoying the spring weather were members of the Mustang Car  
Club.  
 
Dodging the push bike riders became somewhat of an art form on the 
steep and narrow roads in the Tidbinbilla National Park.  
 
A beautiful spring, cloudless, blue sky made for a great day to take a 
run into the hinterland of the National Capital in our cars.  
 
Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club members who participated 
included: 
Malcolm and Wendy Noad, Denis and Val Harding,  
Vin and Irene Liston, John Liston,  Wayne and Sandra Smith. 
Ian Mackenzie, Graham and Heather Gittins 
 
The next Morris Owners Group is the weekend away to Nowra on 16-
17 November. 
G2. 
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SPIN Event at 255 Canberra Avenue, Fyshwick 
 
John Jeffery won a major Public Choice award today with his lovely 
1956 Buick Special and he told me he has this car for sale at 
$35k.  Peter Toet presented his Pink? Packard which looked good, I 
presented the Studebaker and Ken Mack presented one of his black 
Tatra sedans. Both Peter and Ken's cars were part of the decade era 
dance and song sections. There were fairly large numbers of 
spectators throughout the event and there was a lot to see including 
Sims Metal crushing around 8 cars.  
 
Alan Martin 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WEBSITE STATISTICS 2012 2013 
 
January 2113 4355 
 
February 2388 3370 
 
March 3048 4545 
 
April 2678 4180 
 
May 3456 5049  
  
June 3146 4264 
 
July 2970 4912   
 
John Jeffrey , 19 August 2013.  
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VISIT TO THE NATIONAL MUSEUM CAFÉ – 13TH OCTOBER  
 
As there were so many events going on during October, we decided to 
something a bit different and  just have a short run for our October 
gathering.  19 members met at the National Museum and enjoyed 
something to eat and drink in the café which is now situated at the 
end of the building and overlooks the lake.  It was a very pleasant 
setting and members chatted and enjoyed the view and food. 
 
Most members then had a look through the Museum’s displays which 
included a Steam Engine converted to electric power – Alan Martin 
remembers feeding wood into the boiler after school on a property 
near Canberra.  Another item of interest was a handyman’s vehicle 
containing a knife sharpening and pot repair implements and a big 
trailer with tools towed by a Chamberlain tractor.  Members also 
looked through the shop full of interesting items to purchase and 
many other exhibits. 
 
A few members chose to go to the Binalong Motor Museum which also 

had its open day on Sunday 13th October and enjoyed a picnic lunch in 

the picturesque gardens. 

Thanks to Jan 
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OCTOBER 
MONTHLY RUN 

 
Some members did 
the short run and 
had brunch at the 
National Museum. 
Other members 
chose to go to 
Binalong. 
 
Garrett’s Hudson  
foreground. 
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CA&CMC EVENTS CALENDAR 2013-14 

DATE CONTACT DETAILS 

Nov 10 Nick Arnott 
American Car 

Club 
0400 470 100 

Marques in the Park organized by the American 
Car Club of Australia, John Knight Park, 
Belconnen.   Entry point is off Aikman Street, 
Belconnen.  Please have your cars in place by 
9.30 am.  BBQ trailer will be there for tea, coffee 
etc for our members.  Our site will be in the usual 
place, down near the lake edge.  See page 33 also 

Tuesday 
Dec 10 

 
 

Jan Wyatt 
6286 1782 

 
 
 

Chris Berry 
6254 7145 

Instead of our December general meeting at the 
Bridge Club, gather under the trees near the 
YMCA Sailing Club, Alexandrina Drive, 
Yarralumla.  Club will provide sausage sizzle, 
onions and bread, tea and coffee.  Please bring 
everything else you wish to eat/drink, plus tables 
and chairs and Aeroguard!  Sausages will be 
ready about 6 pm but members are welcome to 
gather prior to that.  BBQ trailer will be there 
from about 5.15 pm.  Raffle tickets for a 
Christmas Hamper will be on sale.  Names, for 
catering purposes, will be taken at the 
November meeting or by phone to Jan, Chris or 
any Events Committee member by   4 December 
please. 

Jan 19 
2014 

Jan Wyatt 
6286 1782 
Chris Berry 
6142 7145 

Twilight Run – Chicken and Bubbly at Black 
Mountain Peninsula, off Lady Denman Drive.  
Turn on to Garryowen Drive and proceed to the 
last picnic area.  Chicken and bubbly will be 
provided by the club but please bring everything 
else you want, eg tables, chairs, plates and don’t 
forget the Aeroguard!  BBQ trailer will be there for 
tea/coffee.  Raffle tickets will be on sale.  Chicken 
and bubbly will be served from about 6 pm.  
NAMES ARE REQUIRED FOR ORDERING 
PURPOSES.  Visitors are welcome, $5.00 per 
head.  Names will be taken at the November and 
January meetings and at the December BBQ, or by 
phone to Events Committee members by 13 
January 2014 please. 

Feb 16  Club run  -  TBA 

Mar 16  Shannons Wheels display day at Kings Park, 
Russell. 

Apr 13  Club run—TBA 
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EXTRA RUNS AND SWAP MEETS—2013-14 

DATE CONTACT DETAILS 

Nov 16-17  Bendigo Swap 

Nov 17  5th Annual All German Show & Shine, 
Newcastle Foreshore from 9.30 am—2.00 pm 
www.mbccc.org.au 

Nov 16-17 Kevin Fahey 
0466 240 085 

Canberra Ute Car Truck Muster 2 day show & 
shine at Hall Polocrosse Ground, Victoria St, 
Hall.  Entry of $20 per vehicle also includes 
entry to the Canberra Country Blues & Roots 
Festival. 
www.canberramuster.com 

Nov 23 Michael 
Lindfield 
6286 4747 

Tuggeranong Community Festival Classic 
and Vintage Car Display.   Celebrating their 
25th Silver anniversary. 
www.tuggeranongfestival.org.au 

Nov 24  Classics, Convertibles and Rare Vehicles Tour 
for Cerebral Palsy.  Registration $100 covers 
car, driver and navigator.  Helen can email 
details or print an entry form for you. 
Or email:  philrads@bigpond.net.au 

Nov 23 
Nov 24 
Nov 23-24 

0400 394 645 
0400 394 645 
0427 267 927 

All Ford & GM Day car show 
American Car Nationals 
Queanbeyan Swap Meet 
All of above at Queanbeyan Showground 
www.qbnswap.net  
www.americancarnationals.com.au 

Nov 30 Jan Wyatt 
6286 1782 

Cars wanted!  St Edmund’s College, Griffith has 
asked for cars for their Fete.  Contact Jan if you 
can help so we can reply to the request. 

Dec 1 Graham Gittins 
0419 249109 

Terribly British Day, Patrick White Lawns 
Jaguar Drivers Club.  10 am to 2 pm 

Jan 5  Summernats  

Jan 26 John Flower 
9513 2035 

Australia Day CARnivale display of vehicles in 
Sydney CBD.  Assemble at Domain Car Park 
from 6.00 am.  Must stay in position till 5 
pm. Entries close 8 November. Register at 
www.australiaday.com.au/CARnivale 
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ALBERT NEUSS’ MERCURY UTE 
 

I have always had an interest in older American vehicles and rare ones at 
that. In the 80/ 90s, my wife Faye and I had a caravan down the bay where 
we used to spend many a relaxing weekend away from the normal work 
routine. In 1993, I had noticed an old 1946 Mercury Utility parked out the 
back of the caravan park where some of the permanent residents lived. 
 

 
 
Although from a distance it looked in reasonable shape, closer inspection 
showed the usual tin worm and age had taken their toll, especially as for 
some time, it had been parked in the open. The bodywork was dented and 
filled with bog, the wooden tray was rotted and many trim parts were 
missing and the interior 
was a bit shabby. The 
engine and suspension 
looked Ok from an external 
point of view and the 
g en e r a l  a p pe a r an c e 
suggested it had been well 
used but most likely in the 
urban environment and not 
on a farm. My assessment 
proved to be reasonably 
accurate as I found out 
years later. 
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At the time, I had just liberated the 1942 Chrysler Windsor from its 
unsheltered graveyard so the last thing I needed was another car to 
restore. I made a few enquiries about the model and discovered that the 
ute was rather rare as there had only ever been 90 built at the Ford plant 
in Geelong and that the utility version was never built in the USA. So it was 
a unique model built for the post WW2 Australian market. The owner, a 
Brian Lane, was reluctant to part with it but eventually I recall about $500 
changed his mind. 
 
Although I didn’t give it a test drive, it started but used about three of its 
eight cylinders and at least I found I could move it under its own power. 
The next challenge was to get her back to my Queanbeyan workshop. 
Driving or towing was out of the question so I rented a truck for the job. 
The big problem was how to get the ute onto the flatbed. A little ingenuity 
with a local dirt mound and the loan of some ramps helped and 
fortunately she had just enough power to get on the truck. Soon we had 

her on the way to her new home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I decided to do the restoration in two parts. First to get her back on the 
road again then later a full restoration down track. I started to have a look 
what was needed and although the temptation of falling into the 
shipwrights disease trap was there, I avoided it and did the essentials only. 
Mind you, this was no simple task as to preserve the chassis, I had the 
underside sandblasted, fully rebuilt the engine and brakes apart from the 
need to do a bit of cosmetic bodywork repairs and clean the interior.  All 
this was achieved concurrently with the initial restoration of the Chrysler 
Windsor, and simultaneously doing the rebuild of Graham Bates’ Mainline 
ute  and running the shop with Andrew and Faye. 
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I started in 1994 and by about four or five years later she was in 
reasonable condition.  Although I drove her sporadically, I didn’t take her 
to Wheels until about 2000. As I spent a considerable time on the 
restoration of the Chrysler, the Mercury did not get much use or attention 
apart from the annual trip to Wheels and its regular maintenance. 
 
So about 2006, I decided to complete the second phase of my project and 
do the complete nut and bolt restoration of the ute.  I thought that in view 
of its uniqueness, a full restoration was warranted. As I had done the 
engine only a few years before, I concentrated on the gearbox and 
drivetrain this time. 
 
I was fortunate in that all the lights and most of the electrical items were 
in reasonable shape. A bit of polishing and new mounting rubbers and 
bulbs was all that was needed. The wiring loom had to be rebuilt but I had 
done more complex types than utes before and it was not too much of a 
problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I pulled her to pieces, I found that the body needed quite a bit of 
panel beating to fully dispose of the rusty bits that were previously hidden. 
I dismantled and rebuilt the suspension with new bushes etc, along with 
the brakes again to ensure she would be in top condition, not necessarily 
Concours’ but close to it. Some of the decorative strips from the panels 
were missing so I found one good one and using it as a template, 
manufactured the others out of parts and bits of similar steel that I could 
find. I had the strips polished by a fellow in Sydney. 



27 

The Colonial  November 2013 

The bumper bars were in fair condition but needed a bit of repair, which I 
did and Shane at Electroplating Technology in Queanbeyan did all the 
chrome work on the grille and trim for me. As the rubbers on all the doors 
and windows were a bit shabby, I sourced all the replacements from the US 
and replaced only the glass in the doors as the front screens and rear 
window were OK. I rebuilt the window winding mechanisms as the play and 
wear was excessive. Some metal build up and shimming of door handles 
and other well-used controls was also necessary due to wear and tear over 
the years. 

 
Fitting the doors was a problem as the hinges had sagged and worn a bit 
but it was a challenge I overcame with a few skinned knuckles and good 
luck. Fortunately, the instrument panel and fittings were in good condition 
although I had to rebuild some of the instruments as the dial and letters/
numbers had faded a bit. 
 
 
The rear tray was reframed and 
lined with new wood and I had a 
cover with tie downs made for 
the top. The upholstery work was 
done by Norm Betts before he 
retired to the hotel trade! I 
rubbed the body down and had it 
all resprayed in the original 
maroon colour at MV Spray in 
Queanbeyan. 
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With the rewiring and re-assembly, she was finally completed about 
2011. She passed her registration check at the first go with no defects 
so I was really pleased with the result as I think considering that the 
utes were only ever built in Australia, preserving a little bit of our 
motoring history was worth the effort. 
 
Albert Neuss 
September 2013 
 
With thanks to Dave Rogers who prepared this story before he and 
Jenny headed off on a cruise in Europe and then to meet up with 
family to celebrate his special  ‘O’  birthday. 
Apologies for not having a better photo for the front cover.  The 
shadow of the tree rather spoiled the one I have. 
 
 

Subject: EXCLUSIVE CLUB DISCOUNT OFFER 
 
We can see that you are advertising in the club notices section of 
our magazine, we love to support car clubs which is why we are 
offering a club discount on our subscriptions to all members of 
your club.  
 

The total cost for the magazine subscription will be at the 
discounted rate of  $50.00 for 12 months!! 
 

All of our magazines cater to Buyers, Sellers and Dreamers!! 
EXCLUSIVE CLUB DISCOUNT OFFER ON ALL OF OUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS!!!!!  
 

 CALL EMMA ON 132 663 
 

 Enjoy the convenience of having your favourite JUST MAGAZINES 
publication delivered to your letterbox every month. 
 
Subscriptions are also available for gifts for Fathers day, Birthdays, 
Christmas, etc. Phone our subscription department for more details. 
 
E:  emma.martin@justauto.com.au 
P:  08 9376 3333 
D:  08 9376 3325 
PO BOX 761 Cannington WA 6987  
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THE MORRIS OWNERS GROUP 2013 WEEKEND AWAY 
IS TO NOWRA 

16/17 NOVEMBER 2013 
ALL WELCOME 

 
Saturday 16 November 
 
We will travel via Bungendore, Tarago, then to Nerriga and on to 
Nowra. About three half hours travel time around 200 kilometres. 
( byo morning tea Tarago). 
 
Assembly will be at Dickson College car park Antill Street - 8.00am for 
8.15am departure. There is an entry fee of $20 which includes 
medallion. 
 
A block booking of accommodation has been made at the Archer 
Resort, Cnr Princess Hwy and Kalandar St, Nowra for Dinner Bed and 
Breakfast,  $183 per double. 
 
Lunch Archer Bistro (Fish, Chips and a drink $10) 
 
Afternoon free or sightseeing  eg Navy Air Museum, Illawarra Sky Walk. 
 
Sunday 17 November 
 
Breakfast then onto Berry for morning tea. Then travel via Kangaroo 
Valley (steep winding and narrow road in places) to Moss Vale (lunch) 
stopping at either the Sutton Forest or Marulan Service Centre for 
afternoon tea then back to Canberra 
 
Please reserve your accommodation before Friday 8th November   
02 4421 5222.  

 
Information 

Survey Vin, Graham,  Joe. With Thanks. 
Malcolm Noad  mnoad@tycoint.com or 62350545 

Denis Harding 62814497 
 

CENTENARY OF CANBERRA WEBSITE 
 
Joe Vavra has recommended we have a look at this website.  At the 
bottom of the home page there are some photos of nice cars. 
http://apscentenaryofcanberra.gov.au/  



The Colonial  November 2013 

30 

MANUKA CELEBRATES EVENT – 12TH OCTOBER 2103 
 
The organising committee of Manuka Celebrates, an event organised as 
part of our Centenary celebrations, has every reason to be very proud of 
the success they achieved on the day of the event which was opened by 
our Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher.  Our club was asked to participate by 
providing some of our vehicles to display in Franklin Street which was 
blocked off between St Christopher’s Cathedral and the Shell Service 
Station for the day.   
 
Some of the eleven vehicles on display had links back to Manuka’s early 
days for example, The 1939 Chev Pie Cart owned by Wilkies Bakery and 
parked outside the original site of the bakery, Albert Neuss’s  Chrysler 
which was used to transport Ben Chifley during his time as Prime 
Minister and Graham Bates’ 1959 Mainline Utility which was originally 
owned by Hutchinson’s Butchery who had a shop in Franklin Street.  
Graham then purchased the Mainline from the owners and by accident it 
was parked outside the shop that was once the butcher’s shop.  Other 
members with cars on display were Michael Gifford, David Semmens, 
Brian McKay, Ray Gallagher, Alan Martin, Daniel and Petra Wyatt, Dean 
Benedetti and David and Jan Wyatt. 
 
Amongst our cars displayed on the side of the street next to the shops 
was Matilda, the oldest bus in Canberra’s original bus fleet.  Because of 
mechanical problems, Matilda had to be brought in by tow truck.  On 
the other side of Franklin Street, Phil Donoghoe and some of the 
volunteers from the Historic Fire Brigade proudly displayed four historic 
fire engines including a 1928 Dennis fire engine.   Both our vehicles and 
the fire engines attracted much attention and our members were kept 
busy answering questions about their history. 
 
Other attractions included a large display of memorabilia from the early 
days in Manuka gathered from people who had photos and other history 
relating to Manuka.   Copies of the photos and articles had been made 
and were mounted by Framing Matters in Manuka. There was also a 
fashion parade, some other stalls and a couple of café owners provided 
entertainment by walking along playing a violin and an accordion. 
 
There seemed to be streams of people walking through the displays all 
day enjoying the whole atmosphere, including the lovely weather and 
the organisers were very impressed with the crowds and the attention 
our cars attracted.  They were very grateful for our attendance to help 
with the success of the day.  We thank the members who attended very 
much for their presence, particularly Graham Bigg who drove the Pie 
Cart and carried out some necessary repairs prior to the day with the 
help of Alec McKernan. 
Thanks Jan. 
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TOP:  Matilda the old  
Bus far left and  
Pie Cart far right of  
picture.    Brian McKay’s 
cars  getting attention 
 
 
Thanks to everyone  
who provided photos 
but I can’t fit them  
all in. 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 
Steve Dozspot 
and Phil 
Donoghoe 
engrossed in 
conversation. 
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Invitation to attend   
Terribly British Day 

 display on the  

 Patrick White Lawns, Canberra  
 

Trophies for the car 'I would most like to take home'  
and  

best club display. 
 There will be music, trade stalls and refreshments available. 

Why not make it a club run. 
Enjoy a great day in the National Capital 

Wearing bowler hats will be a feature of the day!  
 

Sunday 1 December 2013 
10 am to 2 pm 

 
Further details contact:   Graham Gittins  

    Tele: 0419 249 109 
    Email:gittins@iinet.net.au 
 

       Refreshments Available.  Free Entry.  
            

Terribly British Day is promoted by the  
Jaguar Driver's Club Canberra, 

 in association  with  
Canberra's British Marque Clubs.  

Proudly supported by   
NRMA Veteran, Vintage and Classic Insurance 

and Shannnons Insurance 
 

Pick up a copy of the parking plan at the next meeting. 
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Entry is off Aikman Street, Belconnen 
Be in place by 9.30 am 



The Colonial  November 2013 

34 

FOR SALE – OTHER CLUBS PLEASE COPY 
(N.B. To enable vehicle for sale notices to be copied by clubs in other states, rego or 
chassis numbers may need to be included.) 

 
After 8 years of ownership and relatively few kilometres of use, I have 
decided to offer my 1971 P5B Coupe for sale.  The vehicle is in good 
general condition for its age.  Since purchasing the vehicle in February 
2005, I have spent over $9,000 on the car including: 
 
●    New radiator core 
●    Halogen headlight and fog lights 
●    Rechromed rear taillight surrounds and centre plinth 
●    Steering rod and inner/outer tie rods 
●    Fitment of reconditioned Volvo 164 steering box 
●    Reconditioned steering pump 
●    Cold start twin pull choke cable 
●    New door and boot seals 
●    Radiator hoses 
●    Front & rear brake hoses 
●    Universal joints 
●    Camshaft, lifters and timing chain 
●    Rocker arms and rocker shafts 
●    Gearbox and selector seals 
●    New water pump 
 
Spares to go with the vehicle include front and rear wind screens (very 
hard to find), the original Lucas head and fog lights, 4 extra ro-style 
wheels plus other sundry items.  The car is located in Canberra and is 
on historic club registration.  It is white with maroon interior.   Asking 
$16,000 ono.    Contact Paul Bray on (02) 61346386  
 
10  135xR15 tubeless radial tyres.  They are brand new, never been 
on a rim and have been stored inside a shed.  Asking $40 each.  Please 
contact Brian on 0412 630 274 for further information. 
 
1938 DeSoto Sedan parts for sale 
Front and rear seats, front and rear bumpers, front axle and springs,  
rear axle and springs, brake pedal and linkage, throttle linkage. 
4 x 16” wheels.   Contact Carlton on 0413 804 813 or email: 
demonspeed@nerdshack.com    All going cheap. 
 
SHANNONS AUCTIONS 
Melbourne 2nd December 2013, 321 Warrigal Rd, Cheltenham 
Sydney February 2014, 65  Reserve Rd, St Leonards 
www.shannons.com.au 
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FOR SALE – OTHER CLUBS PLEASE COPY 
(N.B. To enable vehicle for sale notices to be copied by clubs in other states, rego or 
chassis numbers may need to be included.) 

 
FREE FJ Holden parts:  bonnet with badge,  boot lid, 2 rear guards 
with chrome fins.  Contact Vin Liston on 02 6241 1645. 
 
WANTED the following parts to help finish off my restoration.  Please 

contact Geoff Hall 0408 382 538. 

Austin 7 Ruby front bumper centre bracket that bolts to 

the chassis.    (Pictures used from the web as examples) 

               

1930s Lucas side light to suit  Austin 

 

Stop/tail lights for English car similar 

to picture (but better condition) 

 

 

Door latches as used on MG T series and other 1930s 

cars 

 

Door handles with mount 

holes approx 40 mm apart 

 

 

 

WANTED 
Shed space to hire for about 12 months to store a 1929 Plymouth.  
Please contact Geoff Davidson on 6262 7786.   
Email:  gsdavidson@grapevine.net.au 
 

AUTO FLAGS 

Whether you have a Holden, Chrysler, MG, Renault, Datsun, etc Classic 

Auto Flags has a flag for you.  www.classicautoflags.com.au 

 

LOCAL ADVERTISEMENTS ARE RUN FOR THREE MONTHS UNLESS 
YOU NOTIFY THE EDITOR TO CEASE BECAUSE OF SALE, ETC.  
PLEASE ASK IF YOU WANT TO CONTINUE LONGER.    
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EXTRA RUNS AND SWAP MEETS 2013-14 

DATE CONTACT DETAILS 

Mar 2 David Connolly 
0437 500 757 

Capital All Ford Day, East Lawns, Old 
Parliament House 

Mar 14-16 Roger Amos Post Vintage Capital Tour for vehicles built 
between 1930 and 1949 

Mar 30  Auto Italia, Lawns of old Parliament House 

Mar 30 Rick 0410 419 
500 

ACT Street Machine Show’N’Shine, Snowy 
Hydro Southcare Helicoptor Base, 
Symonston.  Entry fee $50.  Close 1 March. 

Mar 16 Richard Jackson Shannons Wheels 2014, Kings Park, Russell 
Mercedes Benz Club 

Mar 9-21 Tour Director 
Geoff Cuthbert 
0407 352 885 

Shannons Great Aussie Tour primarily for 
veteran and vintage vehicles but open to all 
standard pre-war vehicles built up to and 
including 1941.  Limited entries for vehicles 
up to 1956 may be considered. 
www.tasvacations.com 

Feb 8-9  39th Berrima Rally 
BerrimaDistrictHistoricVehicleClub.org.au 
Jan or Helen can give you an entry form. 

Jan 19 David Livian 
0419 302 333 

The Mustang Owners Club of Aust 32nd 
Annual All American Day at Castle Towers 
Shopping Centre, Castle Hill.  $15 per car 
entry to The Children’s Hospital Westmead 

 

 
REMEMBER—THERE IS NO JANUARY COLONIAL, SO GET 
ANYTHING YOU NEED ADVERTISED FOR JANUARY OR 
EARLY FEBRUARY TO THE EDITOR BY 22 NOVEMBER. 
HELEN BY 18 NOV, THEN MICHAEL TOOLE.  SEE PAGE 3 
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Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in this Journal are not necessarily those of 
the Club or the Committee. Information supplied to the Editor for 
inclusion is published in good faith, therefore responsibility for its 
accuracy cannot be accepted. Materials are invited for inclusion in the 
Journal and should be forwarded to the Editor bearing the name and 
address of the writer. Materials submitted may be edited to improve 
clarity or for space purposes.  Owners of items listed for sale are 
responsible for compliance with the laws of the ACT.  CA&CMC accepts no 
liability for their condition or content. 
 
Copyright: Copyright for material published in this Journal is vested in the 
Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club. Material may be reproduced in 
similar Journals in whole or in part,  with attribution to “The Colonial”. 

 FOR SALE 
 
Dear Helen 
 
I have friend who is very ill with motor neurone disease and the family 
is trying to help him sell some vehicles.   I thought maybe some club 
members may be interested. 
 
Ford Mainline Ute, nor sure of year, model, partly restored. 
 
VW Beetle 62 and 1/2.  He stressed that the 62 and 1/2 is important. 
 
Hillman Imp 1964 
 
Fiat 1400 1951 4 door sedan. 
 
1975 Toyota Crown Auto Super MZ85, rego till Dec 2013, make an 
offer. 
 
To view vehicles, contact Paul Freebody on mobile 0412 449 936. 
All vehicles are stored in Queanbeyan. 
 
The help of the club with this advertisement would be greatly 
appreciated by the family. 
 
Thank you Helen 
Kind regards, Phil Cancillier. 
 
Phil is trying to organise some photos. 
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Attendance:   46 
Apologies:     10 
Visitors:         Nil 
 
Minutes of the August Meeting: 
The Minutes of the August General Meeting were confirmed without 
amendment.  Moved: Vin Liston  Seconded: Dave Rogers - Carried 
 
Correspondence: 
In the absence of Gerry Walker, Helen Phillips read the correspondence 
In: 
∗ David Kuneen looking for a Volvo 240 Wagon  

∗ Comfort Inn Newsletters x 21 (2 email) 

∗ 10 membership renewals 

∗ CBA letter re term deposit 

∗ TCIS PLI insurance 

∗ Shannons Auctions brochure 

∗ Membership Application for Byers 

∗ Website offer—Allparts Automotive 

∗ Bridge Club invoice March to May 2012 

∗ Email: heritage motoring photo competition—Yass 

∗ Email:  Bay to Birdwood traffic management update 

∗ Email airnsdale advertising  

∗ Weddin Shire Council Grenfell Gold Fest 27 October 

∗ Riverina Motor Show Griffith 20 October 

∗ Post Vintage Tour entry Ross Cooper 

∗ Home Help printing account 

∗ CBA Merchant Statement 

∗ Edge Catering advertising 

∗ Membership application Rohan McCarthy 

∗ Email re NRMA sponsorship for Wheels and Spin Rally 
OUT: 
∗ Get well card to Tora Bennett 
 
Moved acceptance: Helen Phillips  Seconded: Roger Amos—Carried 
 
Reports: 
Events Director—Jan Wyatt: 
∗ A successful presentation dinner was held at the Burns Club but 

five trophies still to be collected. 

∗ President’s run also successful with some very creative titles of 
street art offered. 
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This space reserved for Roadway Mufflers 
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Where is Wally within Website (wiwww)?   
- as presented by our Webmaster, John Jeffery 
 
Well, at least I was able to get www in the title. 
 
A big thank you to all those who have sent in pictures, articles, photos 
and films for the website, especially Bob Judd, Helen Phillips, 
Bob Alexander, Ken Herne, Harry Crawford and Alan Martin. 
 
There are 60 pages on the website so it has become large, but 
hopefully still easy to use.  
 
Some of my favourites are: 

∗ The video of the 42 litre Packard Bentley ‘Mavis’ special starting 
up, compete with flames out of the exhaust of the 24 cylinder 
motor, and driver wearing a bowler hat. 

∗ The state of the art film of the 1938 Chevrolet assembly line. 

∗ The original advertisement for the new HK Monaro. 

∗ The video of Brian McKay and a history of  his lifelong involvement 
with classic cars; and  

∗ Lastly the film of a restoration of a Bullnose Morris from the 60s. 
This film has a guest appearance of Steptoe, from Steptoe & Sons. 

 
If anyone is currently restoring a car and would like to put up a journal 
or Blog of the restoration with photos on the website, that would be 
very welcome. It would be a good reference for you, as well as giving 
people an appreciation of the work involved in restoring a car. There is 
an example of a 1960 Chevrolet restoration journal or Blog on the 
website, located under ‘Restorations/Engines’. If you need a hand or 
advice, I may be able to point you in the right direction. 
 
If you haven't viewed the website www.cacmc.org.au lately then have a 
look, if you cannot access it, ask your children / grandchildren and 
they will bring it up on their iPhones.   
 
The website does not replace the Colonial magazine; the aim of the 
website is to inform our members, promote the club and the classic car 
movement in general, with a spin-off of recruiting new members. 
 
Since the major changes to the site there has been positive feedback 
from overseas and locally, with over 10,000 hits (main page views) and 
over 30,000 page views ( other pages on the website), which can only 
be good for the club.  
 

 



 

Post Vintage Capital Tour 
 

14 to 16 March 2014 
 

Bulletin # 3 
 

 
Entry forms are now available.   Entries close on 31 Jan 2014. 
Please follow up your “Expression of Interest” with an entry form 
complete with Entry Fee and post to: 
 

Secretary 
CACMC 

P O Box 3427 
Mauuka    ACT 2603 

 
 
If you have not received an Entry Form, please download one from 
our web site, www.cacmc.org.au , by selecting “Events” and look-
ing at the end of the page below the Post Vintage Capital Tour in-
formation. 
 
Booking of accommodation is up to entrants to arrange for them-
selves but some suggestions may be gained by contacting the ACT 
Visitors Centre on 1300 554 114   or at 
 www.visitcanberra.com.au  
 
Our first entry was from Peter and Anne with their 1938 Packard 
that was once owned by Lionel Barrymore. 
 
We are looking forward to showing you around the National Capi-
tal and enjoying your company throughout the Tour. 
 
If you have any questions please contact: 
 
Roger Amos 
Ph. 02 62542546 



 


